
 BRRSD  BUZZ 

We Are B-R October 5 2018  

  Mr. Swenson, Superintendent of Schools 

Hello Everyone, 

I hope you all had a great week!  Just a friendly reminder that there will be no school in the BRRSD this coming Monday, October 8, 2018 

due to the observance of Columbus Day.  School with resume once again on Tuesday, October 9, 2018. As a result of the shorten week, 

there will be no BRRSD BUZZ distributed next Friday.  The next issue of the BRRSD BUZZ will be available on Friday, October 19, 

2018. 

 

George H. Mitchell Elementary School Project & MSBA Update: 

Daedalus Projects, Inc. has reviewed and provided feedback on the first draft of our Educational Profile.  Mr. Powers and I have been  

working diligently this week in make the necessary revisions. The goal is to re-submit an updated draft to Daedalus Projects, Inc. early next 

week.  As stated in previous George H. Mitchell Elementary School Project & MSBA updates, this Educational Profile will drive the pro-

ject educationally and programmatically. Additional George H. Mitchell Elementary School Project & MSBA information & updates can 

now be found at http://www.bridgewaterschoolproject.com. We thank the Communication Working Group, of the full School Building 

Committee, and Ms. Christina Opper from Daedalus Projects, Inc. for all their efforts in the development of this informational website. The 

next George H. Mitchell Elementary School Building Committee will be held in the Central Office Conference at 166 Mt. Prospect Street 

in Bridgewater on Tuesday, October 9, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. Please note that all George H. Mitchell Elementary School Building Committee 

Meetings are open to the public. 

 

BRRHS Advanced Placement Art Class Portrait Project: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs. Wood and all of her BRRHS A.P. Art students for inviting me in to participate in their 

pastels projects as a portrait subjects.  I truly appreciate these opportunities to working closely with our students and staff. I am so proud of 

all of these A.P. Art students. They work so very hard and their talents are extraordinary.  I would also like to commend Mrs. Wood for 

being such an outstanding teacher and for bringing her passion into the classroom each and every day. I would like her to know that her 

efforts are always truly appreciated. 

 

Attention All Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School Seniors: 

Please make note that the deadline for all Patriot Pen and Voice of Democracy Scholarship entries is Wednesday, October 31, 

2018.  Informational scholarship pamphlets can be obtained at the Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School through Mrs. Thibodeau. 

 

Coffee & Conversations Series: 

Just a friendly reminder that beginning in October, Mr. Powers and I will once again be hosting our monthly ñCoffee & Conversationsò 

series at each of our six schools. These meetings are informal opportunities for you to have a cup of coffee with the District Leaders and 

discuss the recent happenings of the BRRSD.  If you are unable to attend the scheduled meeting at your childôs school, please feel free to 

attend another "Coffee & Conversations" event planned at an alternative site. We look forward to meeting with you through the 2018-2019 

school year. The 2018-2019 ñCoffee and Conversationsò schedule is posted below: 

 

¶Tuesday, October 16, 2018:  Mitchell Elementary School at 9:00 a.m. 

 

¶Monday, November 19, 2018: Merrill Elementary School at 9:00 a.m. 

 

¶Monday, December 17, 2018: Williams Intermediate School & BMS (Grade 7) at 8:30 a.m. 

 

¶Monday, January 7, 2019: LaLiberte Elementary School at 9:00 a.m. 

 

¶Monday, February 11, 2019: BRRHS at 7:30 a.m. / BMS (Grade 8) at 8:30 a.m. 

 

¶Monday, March 11, 2019: Raynham Middle School at 8:30 a.m 

 

As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions and/or concerns at 508-279-2140 ext. 113 or via email at dswenson@bridge-

rayn.org.  Thank you everyone and enjoy your much deserved long weekend with family & friends. GO SOX!!! 

 

Respectfully, Derek 

 

ñWe Are B-R - One Team, One Familyò 

 

Like us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/Bridgewater-Raynham-Regional-School-District  



 

 

 

 

BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

WILL BE HELD ON: 

OCTOBER 17, 2018 

IN THE 

SUPERINTENDENTôS CONFERENCE ROOM 

LOCATED AT 

166 MT. PROSPECT ST. B.W. 

THE MEETING WILL BE CALLED TO ORDER 

AT 

                      6:30PM 



 

Mr. Powers, Assistant Superintendent of Schools 

 

 
Today students in grades 3-8 and grade 10 received their spring 2018 MCAS results.  These MCAS scores, which include 

results from the next-generation MCAS tests, were given in English language arts and mathematics to students in grades 3-

8 in spring 2018.   The legacy MCAS assessments that were administered in science to grades 5, 8, and high school, and in 

grade 10 English language arts and mathematics will report data in the manner that has been reported in the past. 

 

MCAS Results 

 

The next-generation MCAS and its score reports are different from the old (legacy) MCAS, both in terms of format and in 

the information they contain. On the next-generation MCAS, the four scoring categories are Exceeding Expectations, 

Meeting Expectations, Partially Meeting Expectations, and Not Meeting Expectations. The new categories emphasize read-

iness for the next grade level. 

 

When reviewing student scores, students, parents and educators should keep in mind that: 

 

¶In general, the standards for Meeting Expectations are more rigorous than the standards for reaching the Proficient 

level on the legacy MCAS. 

¶  

¶Next-generation MCAS scores should not be compared to legacy MCAS scores. 

¶  

¶The approximately 50 percent of grades 3-8 students who scored in the Meeting or Exceeding Expectations catego-

ries is not the result of a grading curve; it is where the scores fell according to the standards that educators estab-

lished.  The educators who set the scoring standards in 2017 valued both readiness for the next grade level and con-

sistent expectations across grades. 

¶  

 

Accountability and Assistance Levels 

 

The state has introduced a new accountability system designed to measure how a school or district is doing.  This system is 

more comprehensive than the previous system and complies with the 2015 federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).   

 

The new accountability system designates schools and districts as Meeting or Partially Meeting targets and either requiring 

or not requiring assistance or intervention.  In addition to MCAS data, the system considers: 

 

Accountability data will be included in school and district profiles and included on redesigned school and district report 

cards that will be available in December.  To learn more about the new Accountability system, go to:  http://

profiles.doe.mass.edu/, and http://www.doe.mass.edu/accountability/lists-tools.html. 

 

Please donôt hesitate to reach out to your childôs school with any questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

Ryan 

 

http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/accountability/lists-tools.html


A Word from 

Bridgewater-Raynham Regional High School 

Today, all MCAS results were distributed to students.  Students in grade 9 received results from their 8th grade test; 

students in grade 10 received results from their grade 9 Biology test, and students in grade 11 received results from 

their grade 10 ELA and Math tests.  Please be sure you check with your child and review these important test results. 

  

Today also marks an important milestone in our school year, as it is the halfway mark of the first term.  I encourage 

all parents to log on to PowerSchool and check on their childôs academic progress. If you have any questions, please 

email the teachers or your childôs guidance counselor. 

 

 

  

A HUGE THANK YOU  to our Superintendent, Mr. Derek Swenson, for volunteering his time to pose as our 

ñmodelò in Shirley Woodôs AP/Portfolio class!!! 

  

For the month of October, BR's Business club will be "Painting the Room Pink" in support of breast cancer aware-

ness. During this month, club members will be selling pink ribbons that will be displayed in the DECA store. The 

cost is $1 per ribbon with 50% of the proceeds going to Making Strides of Boston. In addition, everyone who pur-

chases a ribbon will be entered to win a $25 Olive Garden gift card. Please see any DECA member or stop by the 

DECA store and help BR DECA "paint the room pink" this October! 

  

Mandatory Online Signups for a high school winter sports are open and will CLOSE at Midnight on Monday Nov 

19th. Registration closes before tryouts start. Per the Student Handbook: ñOnce the deadline is reached, Family-ID 

will be closed for the season. Students will not be permitted to participate for that season if they fail to sign up during 

the registration window.ò You can find all info on the high schoolôs website under the ñATHLETICSò section. 

Please click the athleticsô menu titled ñHigh School Sports Registrationò. 

  

The HS is having our Photography company, Lifetouch, return on October 30th for any student who did not have the 

opportunity to have their picture taken or for any student who wishes to have their picture retaken.  Please mark your 

calendar, they will be here all day! 


